
WHAT DO YOU LOVE 
ABOUT YOUR JOB? 

I would tell them to come here for the 
many opportunities!

 We have many electives and 
extracurricular opportunities they could be 

a part of, and I’d mention the support 
available to help students towards post 

secondary education. Those are just some 
of the great benefits of being in this district. 

I love the variety! 
There is something new happening every 
day. It’s always exciting; working with the 

kids, projects, kids bring problems to 
solve, and we work through them 

together.

Industrial Technology Instructor 

Josh Omans
MEET

ROLES IN THE DISTRICT:
INDUSTRIAL TECH. TEACHER
CTE LEAD TEACHER

YEARS AT GHS: 12

FAVORITE ARTIST: 
JIMI HENDRIX

FAVORITE CANDY:
SKITTLES

MOST LIKELY TO BRING
TO A POTLUCK: 
SMOKED PULLED PORK

FUN FACTS

WHAT WOULD YOU TELL ANYONE 
WHO IS CONSIDERING COMING TO 

THE GHV DISTRICT?

I love sharing my 
knowledge, problem 
solving, and sharing 

that with our students.
I enjoy passing that 
passion on to them.



WHAT DO YOU LOVE 
ABOUT YOUR JOB? 

I would tell them that it’s a great place to 
work and grow. 

The best part of my job is the people I get to 
surround myself with.  I know they believe in my 
abilities, and they’re willing to challenge me and 

allow me to grow as well.
The teachers in this district are dedicated to the 
growth of your students. Academically, socially, 

emotionally, teachers here genuinely care about 
the students all around. 

 
I love the people! 

The students, staff, administration, 
everyone. I love the people I get to 

surround myself with every day.

High School Social Studies Teacher

Sydney Holmes
MEET

ROLES IN THE DISTRICT:
HS SOCIAL STUDIES TEACHER
STUDENT COUNCIL SPONSOR
HEAD SOFTBALL COACH
8TH GRADE VOLLEYBALL COACH
YEARS AT GHS: 5

FAVORITE ARTIST: 
TAYLOR SWIFT

FAVORITE FREE TIME ACTIVITY: 
ATTEND ISU GAMES!

MOST LIKELY TO BRING TO A
POTLUCK: 
ANY DESSERT

FUN FACTS

Each day I look forward 
to the positive 

interactions I get to have 
with our students. 

Being able to  experience 
their learning with them is a 

great part of each day! 

WHAT WOULD YOU TELL ANYONE 
WHO IS CONSIDERING COMING TO 

THE GHV DISTRICT?



WHAT DO YOU LOVE 
ABOUT YOUR JOB? 

Do it! 
The kids really care for each other whether 
they’re in kindergarten or they’re seniors. 

You’re going to feel welcomed and come into 
a loving atmosphere and get a great 

education as well with the crazy amount of 
teachers we have that are very good. I can’t 

say enough about our teachers! 

I love getting to be a part of our 
student’s success. 

I love being a part of their ups and downs 
and working with them through the 

challenges. I love seeing the smiles on their 
faces when they come every day. I just love 

seeing them learn and want to be here!

High School AD & Middle School P.E. Teacher 

Ryan Schmalen
MEET

ROLES IN THE DISTRICT:
HS ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR
MS PE TEACHER

YEARS AT GHS: 2

FAVORITE ARTIST: 
ERIC CHURCH

FAVORITE OUTDOOR 
ACTIVITY: SNOWMOBILING 
AND SPORTS

MOST LIKELY TO BRING
TO A POTLUCK: 
MT. DEW

FUN FACTS

The teachers we have 
here are unmatched. 
We’re all willing to take in 

new learning, methods, and 
strategies to produce the 

best education possible for 
our students.

WHAT WOULD YOU TELL ANYONE 
WHO IS CONSIDERING COMING TO 

THE GHV DISTRICT?



WHAT DO YOU LOVE 
ABOUT YOUR JOB? 

Our graduation rate is pretty high, and 
our kids work hard. 

Our scores overall are pretty hopeful. For 
someone looking into other districts, they 

can see we care about our kids through our
scores. Word of mouth also is great - they 

hear things nice and want to come check us 
out.

I love the small school setting. 
I like that we can get to know everyone 

really well. I look forward to saying "Hi!" to 
everyone each day. It's fun to get to know 
and joke around with the kids. We have a 

family environment here. 

4th Grade Teacher

Tony Heitland
MEET

ROLES IN THE DISTRICT:
4TH GRADE TEACHER
TEACHER LEADER

YEARS AT GHS: 24

FAVORITE ARTIST: 
DEF LEOPARD

FAVORITE CANDY:
 KIT-KAT

MOST LIKELY TO BRING 
TO A POTLUCK: 
MEATBALLS

FUN FACTS

WHAT GIVES YOU HOPE ABOUT 
YOUR STUDENTS AND 

EDUCATION IN GENERAL?

We’ve got some great 
scores! 

We couldn’t get the scores we 
do alone because it starts all 

the way down at preschool on 
up. We have people who have 

and really want to achieve 
high goals. 



WHAT DO YOU LOVE 
ABOUT YOUR JOB? 

I love the interactions we get every day 
with staff and students. 

The community and the people here are great;
I love being around them. You always hear 

“family,” but I truly enjoy coming to school every 
day to talk with the staff, the interactions with 
students, and see the smiles on their faces. 
I have the chance to be a positive role model 
every day - my goal is to be positive every day 
and it’s important to see students laugh and 

smile. I challenge myself to be this way, because 
I might be their one positive interaction in a day.

 

7th & 8th Grade Social Studies Teacher 

Carter Henken
MEET

ROLES IN THE DISTRICT:
7TH & 8TH  SS TEACHER
D.C. TRIP SPONSOR
MS ATHLETIC DIRECTOR
MS FOOTBALL COACH
HS ASST. TRACK COACH
WEIGHT ROOM SUPERVISOR

YEARS AT GHS: 4

FAVORITE MUSIC: 
CLASSIC ROCK

FAVORITE FREE TIME 
ACTIVITY:
RIDING MOTORCYCLES

FUN FACTS

WHAT GIVES YOU HOPE ABOUT 
YOUR STUDENTS OR 

EDUCATION IN GENERAL?

Their willingness to try and to 
learn. 

We’ve had the highest participation 
in fall activities than we’ve had in 

the last 4 years since I’ve been here. 
78% involved in something after 

school. Seeing our students in non 
education settings, being respectful, 
supporting each other, this all gives 
me hope that they’re good people 

beyond the classroom.

We have a great district with 
great kids and opportunities 

to help them learn and 
grow, and they want to 

learn and grow. We want 
people here who want to 
make an impact like that.



WHAT DO YOU LOVE 
ABOUT YOUR JOB? 

I feel like we’re really good at 
working/collaborating k-12.

 We are on the same page, working on the same 
goals, and we know what that goal looks like in K and 

in their senior year. We’re looking at the whole 
student, not just band. Band is one part of their life, 

we all have lots of interests, my goal is to shape them 
in this aspect, and each class is meant to help them 

in that aspect.

The students, and it’s always changing. 
The exact same kids can be different day to 
day. You have to adapt and help them grow 

regardless of where they’re coming from 
that day. The staff here is so awesome, it’s a 
good, good staff full of fun people who love 

what they’re doing. They love to be here, 
they want to be here. They are a huge 

chunk of why I love my job.

Middle School Band Director

Nate Benzine
MEET

ROLES IN THE DISTRICT:
5-8 BAND DIRECTOR
HS LESSON INSTRUCTOR
MS JAZZ BAND DIRECTOR
SOUND SYSTEM/AUDITORIUM 
TECH EXTRAORDINAIRE! 

YEARS AT GHS: 30

FAVORITE CANDY: 
M&MS

MOST LIKELY TO BRING 
TO A POTLUCK: 
SPICY WINGS

FUN FACTS

WHAT IS GHV DOING RIGHT? 

Every teacher wants you to 
be successful! 

Your success, your failures, 
are our successes and 

failures. We understand 
growth is in the struggle. It 
doesn’t matter if you’re a 

teacher in the struggle or a 
student in the struggle.

https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ALiCzsYGzeVcZJi38L6hWIp9VmfhKFORkg:1664570005477&q=extraordinaire&spell=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwid_IS_rr36AhUnjokEHQebCEYQkeECKAB6BAgCEDc


WHAT DO YOU LOVE 
ABOUT YOUR JOB? 

We have a very strong curriculum 
and stronger teachers. 

We have taught Everyday Math for some 
time, and have great scores because of 

that. We have teachers who follow 
through with fidelity and implementation, 

and the consistency is key.

The kids! 
We’re in it for the kids and the "ah-ha" 
moments. In 2nd grade, we get to see 
the lightbulb turn from dim to bright. 
They become confident readers, and 
when that bulb goes lights up, it’s just 

amazing! 

2nd Grade Teacher 

Tracy Smeby
MEET

ROLES IN THE DISTRICT:
2ND GRADE TEACHER
GUIDING COALITION MEMBER
MENTOR TEACHER 
YEARS AT GHS: 23

FAVORITE ARTIST: 
WALKER HAYES

FAVORITE CANDY: 
SNICKERS

MOST LIKELY TO BRING 
TO A POTLUCK: 
TATER TOT CASSEROLE

FUN FACTS

WHAT IS GHV DOING 
RIGHT? 

Our kids are our 
future, so we have to 

be hopeful!
They're bright, they meet and 
exceed our expectations, and 
have so much knowledge with 
technology that will lead the 

way in the future. 


